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When we shop at a small business, al-

most half the money we spend stays in 
our community and supports local jobs. 

So this holiday season, remember to 
shop small. It does big things for our 
community. 

f 

KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE 

(Mrs. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, yesterday 
the Senate rejected legislation to ap-
prove the Keystone XL pipeline. Mean-
while, the House has passed legislation 
to authorize building the pipeline nine 
times. 

There is no good reason to continue 
to delay this project, which will create 
tens of thousands of jobs and has 
strong bipartisan support. 

Keystone XL is the most studied 
pipeline in our Nation’s history. Thou-
sands of pages prove its worth to our 
economy and national interest and fur-
ther document its safety. It will spur 
job creation, help us on our way to en-
ergy independence, and increase access 
to affordable North American oil. 

For more than 6 years, supporters of 
the Keystone XL pipeline have been 
fighting to secure the necessary ap-
proval that would allow the U.S. to 
take advantage of vital oil production 
in Canada and the northern United 
States. It appears supporters will have 
to wait a little longer before the Sen-
ate finally acts in America’s economic 
and energy interests. 

f 

HONORING BARNETT GRIER 

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Barnett Grier, 
who lived to be 99 years old and passed 
away last week. 

The son of a slave, Mr. Grier grew up 
in Charlotte, North Carolina. He was a 
physicist, a businessman, a teacher, 
and an author. But it was perhaps the 
title of civil rights activist for which 
he was best known. 

In 1951, Mr. Grier published his auto-
biography, entitled, ‘‘Trek to Equal-
ity,’’ which detailed his family’s strug-
gles in Riverside, California. When his 
family was transferred to our commu-
nity to form the west coast division of 
the Naval Weapons Research Center, 
the African American families, includ-
ing Mr. Grier’s, did not receive assist-
ance in their move. 

He continued to work in Riverside 
and later founded the Habitat for Hu-
manity, created a scholarship for local 
students, and established an advisory 
committee on African American stu-
dents. 

Barnett Grier affected the lives of 
countless residents in the Inland Em-
pire. Because of his passion and his 
dedication to our community, his 
memory will undoubtedly live on. 

A QUESTION OF FAIRNESS 
(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Obama is expected to sign execu-
tive orders soon regarding illegal im-
migration. In July 2011, he said, ‘‘I 
know some people want me to bypass 
Congress and change the laws on my 
own, but that’s not how our system 
works. That’s not how our democracy 
functions.’’ 

A year ago, President Obama said, 
‘‘If, in fact, I could solve all these prob-
lems without passing laws in Congress, 
then I would do so. But we are also a 
nation of laws. That’s part of our tradi-
tion. And what I’m proposing,’’ he said 
then, ‘‘is the harder path, which is to 
use our democratic processes to 
achieve the same goal.’’ 

President Obama should reflect on 
his own words. He should follow the 
democratic process, as reflected in the 
recent election. A bedrock principle of 
our Nation is the rule of law. That 
principle promotes stability and fair-
ness. 

Will the President’s actions promote 
stability or even more chaos? Will it be 
fair to American workers and immi-
grants who have done things the legal 
way? 

Any immigration reform, Mr. Speak-
er, must be fair and must respect the 
rule of law. 

f 

TIME FOR A ROBUST DEBATE ON 
THE MIDDLE EAST 

(Mr. HONDA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge this Chamber to do its 
constitutional duty and debate a new 
authorization for use of military force. 

Eight weeks ago, the House rushed 
through an amendment to the con-
tinuing resolution to authorize arming 
and training vetted Syrian rebels. But 
this is not something we should go into 
blindly. It is time that this Chamber 
has an informed, robust discussion and 
debate about the U.S. role in com-
bating and dealing with ISIL and other 
extremists in Syria and Iraq. 

Those 8 weeks that we went through, 
we have conducted nearly 800 airstrikes 
in Iraq and Syria and killed nearly 
1,000 soldiers, terrorists, and civilians. 
We are quickly sliding back into com-
bat in the Middle East. It may be nec-
essary to send soldiers to the region to 
help repel the very real threats posed 
by ISIL and extremists. 

But this is not something we should 
do and go into blindly. It is time for a 
robust debate. 

f 

b 1215 

IRANIAN TALKS THREATEN 
NATIONAL SECURITY 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I appreciate the forceful 
warnings of South Carolina senior Sen-
ator LINDSEY GRAHAM about the Presi-
dent’s negotiations with Iran over its 
nuclear program. 

Senator GRAHAM has stated that the 
administration ‘‘needs to understand 
that this Iranian regime cares more 
about trying to weaken America and 
push us out of the Middle East than co-
operating with us. Until we recognize 
that reality and formulate a regional 
strategy to counter the Iranian re-
gime’s malign influence, we will con-
tinue to harm U.S. national security 
interests.’’ 

The Iranians have not earned the 
right to be trusted. Despite years of 
their misleading nuclear inspectors and 
ignoring international calls to suspend 
enrichment while developing ballistic 
missiles, incredibly, the administra-
tion continues to acquiesce to a dan-
gerous deal. 

Senator GRAHAM has been a Paul Re-
vere—warning of regional threats, 
holding the President accountable for 
his national security mistakes. He pro-
motes congressional approval on any 
deal reached with Iran. Together, sanc-
tions should be promoted which will 
stop further nuclear blackmail and pro-
mote the safety of Israel and our re-
gional allies. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and the President should take action 
to never forget September the 11th in 
the global war on terrorism. 

f 

CARBON MONOXIDE AWARENESS 
(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the importance of carbon 
monoxide awareness. 

Each year, 400 people in the United 
States die from carbon monoxide poi-
soning, making it the leading cause of 
accidental poisoning deaths in the 
country. The real tragedy is that these 
deaths could be prevented through the 
installation of carbon monoxide detec-
tors in the home. 

In January 2009, western New York 
teenager Amanda Hansen tragically 
passed away from carbon monoxide poi-
soning as a result of a defective boiler. 

After Amanda’s tragic death, her 
family created the Amanda Hansen 
Foundation, which aims to educate and 
promote the awareness of carbon mon-
oxide poisoning and to help those who 
cannot afford it to obtain and install 
CO detectors. I join them in encour-
aging all Americans to prevent carbon 
monoxide-related tragedies by install-
ing detectors in their homes. 

It is for Amanda and for others who 
have unnecessarily died that I am a co-
sponsor of H.R. 4864, the Carbon Mon-
oxide Poisoning Prevention Act. This 
legislation would help States and local 
governments implement education pro-
grams, develop training materials, and 
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buy and install CO alarms in schools 
and homes. 

f 

MEDIA OPPOSE IMMIGRATION 
EXECUTIVE ORDERS 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
the editorial boards of several national 
publications have supported amnesty 
for millions of illegal immigrants. 

It is a credit to their intellectual 
honesty that the media now admit that 
President Obama’s threats to use exec-
utive orders to undercut immigration 
laws are wrong and contrary to his con-
stitutional responsibilities. 

For example, a Washington Post edi-
torial commented: 

‘‘In Mr. Obama’s own words, acting 
alone is ‘not how our democracy func-
tions.’ ’’ 

The Wall Street Journal editorial 
board said: 

‘‘We support more liberal immigra-
tion but not Mr. Obama’s means of 
doing it on his own whim because he’s 
tired of working with Congress.’’ 

Even The New York Times admits 
‘‘the President cannot rewrite immi-
gration law.’’ 

But the media isn’t alone. Public 
opinion polls show a strong majority of 
Americans disapprove of the Presi-
dent’s issuing executive orders to grant 
amnesty. The President should listen 
to the American people, not to those 
who want him to violate his oath of of-
fice to uphold the Nation’s laws. 

f 

HAWAII COUNTY LEADERS 
(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I have 
an active volcano with lava flowing di-
rectly toward a small town called 
Pahoa, in my district, so I want to 
take this opportunity to highlight two 
courageous leaders who have been at 
the heart of a very strong, resilient 
community which faces an uncertain 
future as the Kilauea lava flow con-
tinues slowly and steadily towards 
their homes, their businesses, and their 
community. 

Hawaii County Mayor Billy Kenoi 
and Hawaii County Civil Defense Ad-
ministrator Darryl Oliveira have 
shown incredible leadership, not only 
in response to this but also in response 
to Hurricane Iselle and Tropical Storm 
Ana and, now, to the nearly 5 months 
of managing the slowly creeping lava 
flow threatening Pahoa. All three of 
these natural disasters have been pun-
ishing for this community of Puna, 
whose residents continue to unite and 
show optimism even with this uncer-
tain future. 

Billy and Darryl’s tireless work and 
strong leadership have kept people 
safe, informed, and prepared even as 
Mother Nature, through Madame Pele, 
runs her course. 

Mahalo to Mayor Kenoi and Chief 
Oliveira. We stand ready as your part-
ners to support the community we all 
serve, and we are grateful for your un-
wavering commitment to them. 

f 

IN MEMORY AND HONOR OF PLAC-
ER COUNTY SHERIFF’S DETEC-
TIVE MICHAEL DAVIS, JR. 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise in memory and honor of Placer 
County Sheriff’s Detective Michael 
Davis, Jr., a peace officer, brother, hus-
band, father, son, and hero. 

A resident of Roseville and a grad-
uate of my alma mater, Butte College, 
Michael dedicated his life to public 
safety. 

Having first come to the Placer 
County Sheriff’s Office as a reserve 
deputy in 1996, Michael was hired as a 
police officer with the Auburn Police 
Department, and in 1999, he began 
working for the department in many 
capacities, including as an impact 
weapons instructor, an emergency driv-
ing instructor, an adviser to the youth 
Explorer Program, and as a homicide 
detective for the past 10 years. 

Recently, on October 24 of this year, 
during a horrific crime spree, Michael 
Davis, Jr., was one of two northern 
California sheriff’s deputies, including 
Sacramento County Deputy Sheriff 
Danny Oliver, who lost their lives in 
the line of duty. As a detective, he may 
not have normally been on this type of 
call, but he answered the call during 
this crime spree when a twice-deported 
criminal was running and gunning all 
up through two different counties. 

Michael died while protecting his 
community, and, indeed, he helped stop 
this crime spree. It is a tragic loss felt 
deeply by many in the community, in-
cluding by myself, with the sadness 
that it brings for all. He was protecting 
the people of Placer County in that 
line of duty. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand today in rec-
ognition and honor of Detective Mi-
chael Davis for all of his service to our 
community, and I stand beside his fam-
ily, including his wife, Jessica, and 
their four children in their time of sor-
row and profound personal loss. 

God give them strength, healing, and 
peace. 

f 

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION 
REFORM 

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, as this 
Congress comes to a close and as the 
114th begins, I am hopeful that we can 
come together at some time to pass 
comprehensive immigration reform. 

Unfortunately, time and time again, 
House leadership has consistently de-

nied a vote on the bipartisan, Senate- 
passed reform legislation while not 
even presenting an alternative measure 
of its own. The Senate-passed plan pro-
vides a legal, stable workforce for agri-
culture and critical protections for 
those who work to put safe, healthy 
foods on our Nation’s dinner tables. 
Each day that our immigration system 
remains broken jobs are lost and our 
economy struggles. 

It is unacceptable to put political in-
terests above our national interests. 
The time to address immigration re-
form is now. The President’s action, 
mind you, is because this House—its 
leadership—has chosen not to act. 

f 

NATIONAL RURAL HEALTH DAY 

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to acknowledge Na-
tional Rural Health Day, which is to-
morrow, November 20. 

The Third District of Nebraska con-
tains over 50 Critical Access Hospitals. 
Rural hospitals are vital to rural areas. 
These facilities provide crucial care to 
some of our most elderly and vulner-
able populations. 

Recent reports have stated these fa-
cilities are facing a disproportionate 
rate in closures. This year alone, 43 
rural hospitals have closed nationwide. 
Because of ObamaCare, we are seeing 
the beginning of deep cuts to Medicare 
beneficiaries, which is a major patient 
population for these rural facilities. 

Rural hospitals are also having to 
deal with arbitrary regulations, such 
as physician supervision and a 96-hour 
pre-certification rule. These facilities 
simply do not have the power to abide 
by these regulations while continuing 
to provide affordable and efficient 
health care. 

I will continue to fight to ensure our 
rural communities maintain access to 
quality care, and I appreciate the op-
portunity to recognize National Rural 
Health Day. 

f 

HONORING UNION SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 81 

(Mr. FOSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Union School Dis-
trict 81—a single school district in Jo-
liet, Illinois—for winning an Award of 
Merit from the Illinois State Board of 
Education for outstanding improve-
ment and effort. 

This district has undergone a trans-
formation that would have seemed im-
possible 2 years ago. Since then, in ad-
dition to a renewed focus on academics, 
the school has built its first play-
ground, provided computers for all stu-
dents in the third through eighth 
grades, and added 18 days of school for 
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